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Pier Sandro Cocconcelli is Professor of Food Microbiology and Emerging Food Risks at the Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and vice-rector for internationalization of the same university.  

He is director of TROFIC (the Transdisciplinary Research on Food Issues Center) of the Università 
Cattolica, a center focusing on transdisciplinary research on food merging competences from different 
disciplines: Food Science and Technology, Agriculture, Food Risk Analysis, Nutrition, Consumer 
Perception, Food Law, Communication and Food Economics, and President of CHEI, Centre for Higher 
Education Internationalization of the Università Cattolica 

He is the Secretary general of the Strategic Alliance of Catholic Universities, a global network of research 
universities and President of CHEI, Centre for Higher Education Internationalization of the Università 
Cattolica.  

Since 2003, he is scientific expert of the European Authority of Food Safety (EFSA) as Panel and 
Working Group member focusing on the microbiological risk assessment and on the assessment of 
genetically modified microorganisms. Has chaired the Standing Working Group on Microorganisms of 
FEEDAP the Standing Working Group of Genetically Modified Microorganisms and currently chairs the 
WG on Synthetic Biology Microorganisms of the EFSA Scientific Committee. He is member of the CEP 
Panel (Food Contact Materials, Enzymes and Processing Aids). He is also member of the BIOHAZ Panel 
Working Group on Qualified Presumption of Safety of Microorganisms.  

His research activities focus on food, agricultural and environmental microbiology, food safety, bacterial 
genomics, risk analysis of food pathogenic bacteria, bacterial bioremediation in the agri-food system.  

He is the author of more than 500 publications that relate to food and environmental microbiology and 
food risk assessment and author of book chapters on microbiology.   

 


